
Note to Adults: DIY Kid Projects are for homeschoolers and families with children who 
are interested in taking action to help address the climate change issues as a family 
and as members of the global community. Many projects use items found in most 
homes or items that can be recycled for these projects.   

We’ve assembled 18 STEAM projects for varying age levels – all related to climate 
change and information contained on Jackson’s trees4humans website. We hope 
children have fun learning more about trees and climate change through these hands-on 
learning experiences! We would love to hear from your child about the activity he/she 
completed, so that we can inspire other children to take action. We will post the 
information, photos, drawings, videos on Jackson’s website with your child’s first name, 
last name initial and age. 

Spread the message and be part of the change that’s needed: 

• Take a photo of finished projects and save to your mobile device OR copy on your
printer and save to a laptop/PC.

• Make a video of your child talking about climate change and why trees are so
important to our planet, while showing the completed project.

• Then, share the photo; artwork; or video with family, Friends and teachers.
• Be sure to email Jackson to let him know the child’s first name and last name initial

and what he/she did. Jackson will add your child to his HONORS FOREST and post
your child’s project online.

Thanks for participating! 

Jackson, Blair (his mom), Remy (his grandmother), Stacy (family member and 
elementary school teacher) and Anna (Stacy’s daughter) 
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Project 1 – Draw How Kids Can Help with Climate Change 

Create a single picture or a collage of how kids can help fight climate change. 
For example: planting more trees or telling others why we need more trees. 

Project 2 – Forest of Trees 

Draw lots of trees – different colors, different sizes and differently shaped 
leaves.  
Cut out and paste the trees on a piece of construction paper, cardboard or 
even printer paper to create a forest of trees. Use the side or bottom of an old 
cardboard box or a paper shopping bag (use inside if there’s printing on the 
outside). Paste some trees right next to other trees and paste smaller trees in 
front of larger ones, so that you can see both. The more trees you have, the 
bigger the ‘forest’. 

Project 3 – ‘Hands-on’ Tree 

Create a drawing of a tree you can hang on a refrigerator or wall (with your 
adult’s permission). First, draw the tree trunk or make one out of construction 
paper or plain paper. Draw some branches, too.  
Trace hands for the leaves on a separate piece of construction paper or plain 
paper. Cut out the ‘leaves’ and paste them onto the tree branches. Or use a 
stamp pad/ink pad and your thumbprints to make the leaves of the tree. Use 
your tree to explain to others why trees are so important in helping save our 
planet! 

Project 4 – Illustrate the Science of Climate Change 

Sometimes, a picture really is worth a thousand words! Draw a picture 
showing how trees trap pollutants from escaping into our atmosphere and 
then produce oxygen that every living creature needs to survive. 
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Project 5- Make a Collage 

Go outside and collect leaves, sticks, seed pods and other items from 
trees. Arrange them on a piece of heavy paper like construction paper 
or cardstock or recycle an old cardboard box or poster board. Leave 
some space to write in your own words why trees are important to 
everyone on this planet.  

Project 6 – Paint Rocks with Messages about Trees and Leave Them in Parks 

Basic tips:   
1. Choose smooth flat rocks. Rocks with ridges are harder to paint. Find
them in craft stores or by ordering online.
2. Wash rocks with dish soap. Rinse, then let dry.
3. Use a clear brush on or spray-on-sealer. Let dry.
4. Paint your rock with several coats of white or light-color paint.
5. Let dry completely. Use Sharpies to write your message. Seal with
Mod Podge Outdoor or other weather-resistant sealer.
6. Leave them around your neighborhood or nearby park.

Message ideas: Plant more trees!  Trees help us all breathe! Trees are 
our friends. Trees help all living things. 

Project 7 – Create a Mosaic to Bring Awareness of Trees and Climate Change to Others 

1. Use a pencil to draw an outline of a picture on a piece of heavy
paper,  construction paper, poster board or brown paper bag.
2. Don’t color in the picture or add a lot of details.
3. Use colored paper – construction, printer or wrapping paper - or
colored cardboard or poster board and cut or tear into smaller pieces.
4. Glue your colored paper or cardboard pieces onto your design filling
in your picture.  You can overlap or layer pieces on top of each other to
cover all your drawing.
5. Let your mosaic dry completely, before picking it up or moving it.

Picture ideas: A forest, trees with animals, trees with blue sky and 
sunshine…anything related to how trees help fight climate change. 
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Project 8 – Air Dry Clay 

1. Use air dry clay to create a tree to be stand-alone art or in a size to
fit onto a piece of poster board or recycled piece of a cardboard
box.

2. Show how trees can be useful without cutting them down. Either
write down your ideas or draw a picture to show your idea and add
your tree to the drawing.

Examples: home for birds and animals, a tree house for kids, a       
hammock hanging between two trees, providing shade for an outdoor 
reading or play area 

Project 9– Design A Teeshirt to Raise Awareness about Trees 

There are several ways to make your own teeshirt with lots of 
information online, including  

-Print your drawing onto heat transfer iron-on fabric to iron onto the
shirt. Add your message about trees and climate change.

-Use specially made fabric pens to draw your design/message. The
pens have fade-resistant ink to use on washable fabrics.

Here are some of many ways to make your teeshirt design: 

1. Use iron-on transfer paper for a printed design from your
computer.

2. Trace your drawing onto a teeshirt and then fill in the design or
message with colored fabric pens.

3. Print out your drawing and upload the design online for a company
to make your teeshirt
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Project 10 – Make a Model of a Forest 

1. Learn about different kinds of forests – tropical, temperate, boreal.
Decide which forest you will use in your model. What are the
features of the different forests?

2. Decide what method you will use to make a model. There are
several sites online that can help. Examples: less time consuming
and inexpensive model using cardboard, newspaper, tissue paper,
glue or a diorama. Use the keywords ‘forest models’ to get more
info online.

3. Be sure to include the features/elements of the forest you chose.
4. Be prepared to explain which kind of forest you chose and where

you would find that kind of forest on earth.

Project 11  – Create a Community Map 

1. Discover where in your community trees are being cut down or are
being planted.

2. Draw your community map and locate where this is happening.
3. Try to learn more about why the trees are being cut down or who is

planting more trees.
4. Evaluate whether your community needs more trees; is cutting

down trees; or is planting more trees or have plans to plant more
trees.

5. Map where #4 is happening on your community map.

Message ideas: Plant more trees!  Trees help us all breathe! Trees are 
our friends. Trees help all living things. 

Project 12 – Evaluate How Your School or Family are Fighting Climate Change 

1. Is your school a “Green School”? What does that mean? How is
your school helping fight climate change?

2. What is your family doing OR what can your family do to help
address the challenges of climate change.   . 
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Project 13 – Explore the Justification for Cutting Down Trees 

1. Research when and why it is ‘ok’ to cut down trees. There are benefits in
certain instances to do so. Consider aspects like these: environmental,
housing, local economy, health of a forest, etc.

2. Make a list of pros and cons about cutting down trees.

Project 14– Create a Survey 

1. Find out what other people and organizations are doing to save trees
(not cutting them down) or are working to save trees in their fight
against climate change either globally or in your community.

2. Compile a list of the different groups and the different things they are
doing. Include the name of the organization and their geographic
location.

3. Additional option: Map the locations of these groups. You can limit your
survey map to your own state, the United States or make it a global
survey map.

Project 15 – Become an Inventor or Scientist 

1. Discover what scientists are doing to maintain healthy trees; growing
trees more quickly; or growing healthier trees.

2. Learn what environmentalists are doing to keep our forests healthy.
3. What is the cutting-edge technology on tree health today?
4. Can you invent a way to grow more trees in a faster or less expensive

way?
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Pr'!jec.t 1b - Llentif!J Where the Most Trees Are 

1. Research which cities in the United States have the most trees

based on population or geographic area.

2. Research which countries have the most forests. List the location

of each forest in that country and the type of forest.

3. Using a world map, locate geographic locations of where most of

the world's forests are.

4. Choose one country's forests or one forest in a country and

research what is happening to that forest as a result of climate

change.

Pr'!jec.t 17 - Create a Venn Dia.9ra111 

1. Identify three to five countries that are doing a lot to plant or

protect trees to help fight climate change.

• List all the different actions those countries are taking.
• Use a Venn Diagram to highlight similar and different

approaches.

2. Learn what action climate change experts currently propose will

help protect and preserve our trees and forests.

• Use a Venn Diagram to show the information and on which

actions most experts concur.

1. Learn what your city or town; township, borough or county; or

state are doing to protect and/or plant more trees.

• Create a mind map showing what action is being taken; the

organizations or groups involved; and what local or state

laws have been enacted to help fight climate change.

2. Discover which countries in the world are leading the fight against

climate change.
• Create a mindmap that identifies the countries; what each

is doing; and how citizens are involved in the fight against

climate change.
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